Petroleum engineering education in Nigeria has since experience a tremendous increase, with the number of accredited tertiary institution offering the course risen to about Twenty-One (21) Universities. The list of accredited Universities offering Petroleum Engineering course in Nigeria as indicated in JAMB Brochure 2018 is presented in Table 1 and their geographical location shown in Figure 1 .  Offers Petroleum and Gas engineering
Table1. List of Universities Offering Petroleum Engineering Course in Nigeria

Figure1. Map of Nigeria Showing the Spatial Distribution of Universities Offering Petroleum Engineering Education in Nigeria
The spatial distribution of the universities offering petroleum engineering education in Nigeria shows that two federal and two private universities are located in the north-central zone, two federal, one state and two private universities are situated in south -west zone of Nigeria. Also, two federal and two private universities are positioned in the south -east zone of Nigeria. In the south -south zone of Nigeria, there are two state and one private universities.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR PETROLEUM ENGINEERING IN NIGERIAN TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS 2.1. Ordinary Level Requirements
The ordinary level entry requirements to study petroleum engineering in any Nigerian tertiary institutions as stipulated by the regulatory authorities is at least five Ordinary Level credit passes in West Africa Examination Council (WAEC), Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE), National Examination Council (NECO) or any of their recognized equivalent at not more than two sittings. The subjects should include Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, English Language and one science subject (JAMB, 2018).
Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME) Requirements
The UTME subjects' entry requirements to study petroleum engineering in any Nigerian tertiary institutions are English Language, Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics (JAMB, 2018).The cut-off score requirement for university and polytechnics are determined every year by the candidates' overall performance. Thus, most times, JAMB usually gives a cut -off score of 160 or 180 as the admission cut-off mark for Universities. However, based on internal requirements, individual university is allowed to determine the entry cut-off score.
CHALLENGES OF PETROLEUM ENGINEERING EDUCATION IN NIGERIA
There are several challenges encountered by Nigerian tertiary institutions offering petroleum engineering program. These challenges are discussed as follows: , with the level of funding at 5 -6% of the national budget as against 26% recommended by UNESCO (Okujagu, 2013) . Lack of adequate fundings has resulted in poorly equipped workshops and laboratories in technological institutions (Sofolohan, 2008) , severe shortage of consumables and equipment (Owolabi and Rafiu, 2010) and sometimes the equipment are obsolete for training students for the challenges of modern society. There is also the absence of stable power supply to operate the various laboratories, machines power and computer where available. All these have led to the policy to control university admission based on carrying capacities on Nigerian University system (Kolo, 2007) . Despite the poor allocation of funds to public university, those concerned with the judicious implementation of university programs often engage in corrupt practices because of lack of proper monitoring of university income and expenditure (Akpan, 2007; Ogbondah, 2010) . Also, the lack of funds has restricted greatly ICT integration in petroleum engineering education. As noted by Ololube et al., (2013), automation of library and information systems provides effective and efficient information services delivery. E-learning, E-library, E-books, etc, are essential in petroleum engineering education today. However, a study carried out by Okorie, Agabi and Uche (2005) to examine the extent of public and private universities in Nigeria utilization of ICT application in learning, revealed that actual application is moderate for private universities and low for public universities. The inadequate funding of research programmer has led to decline in the quality of research in petroleum engineering. Research in the higher institutions is necessary for the development of the individual and society. Okafor (2001) argued along the same line when he stated that lack of funds is affecting research in the universities and that there is no indication that this problem will not continue in the future.
Funding of Petroleum Engineering Education in Nigeria
University-Industrial Linkages
It has been reported in Mahmud et al., (2012) that the major qualities of a good engineer are technical ability, imagination, industry partnership and solid judgment. Student's creativity from petroleum engineering education is enhanced through practical education in conjunction with industries. This can be achieved through collaboration between academia and industries. These collaborations can be in the form of research grants, seminars, conferences, seminars, publications etc. In the Nigeria education system, such memorandum of understanding between universities and industries are entirely not present (Onwuka, 2009 ).
Petroleum Engineering Education Lecturers in Nigeria
Many universities offering petroleum engineering course are inadequately staffed. Shu'ara (2010) has reported that the low number of academic staff with PhD qualification is affecting engineering education in Nigeria. Most of these staff do not have professional membership and belong to the junior academic cadre with no work and research experiences. Mahomud et al., (2012) , is of the opinion that the requirement for employment of engineering lecturers should be a combination of good grades and industry related work experience. In this way lecturers are able to impart to the students both technically and practically. Most professors and senior lecturers have left the frustration of university life into more challenging and rewarding sectors of the economy, while others have left the country for greener pastures (Idris and Rajuddin, 2012). This has led to diminishing scope of mentoring junior researchers. Also, the lack of human capacity development of lecturers in petroleum engineering has further worsened the situation. The result of the faculty exodus is observed in the quality of petroleum engineering graduates that our universities produce.
Strikes Actions of Public Universities
There have been several strikes in Nigerian Universities embarked by the Academic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU) (Aidelunuoghene,2014 ; Ugwuona,2016; Ogbette et al., 2017), occasioned by disagreement between government and the union. Academic activities are usually suspended for a considerable period (Table 2) , leading to disruption in the students reading abilities. These strikes have been known to affect petroleum engineering students studying in Nigeria universities, as effective learning is achieved through timely completion of academic course contents. It has been reported that strike action dampens student's development as it creates frustration, emotional and psychological trauma, lack of motivation etc. (Ogbette et al., 2017) . Eventually, some students become certificates seekers than knowledge seekers.
PROSPECTS OF PETROLEUM ENGINEERING EDUCATION IN NIGERIA
The efforts by various stakeholders in the Education sector towards the provision of good and quality education in Nigeria gives a prospect for a better and efficient education management system in the country. The engineering education has been enhanced by some of the following factors:
Research, Staff Training, Teaching Facilities, Infrastructures and Equipment in Petroleum Engineering Education in the Universities
There have been significant efforts by the Government to help increase the sources of funding to universities in the country. One of the most significant efforts of the Federal Government was the establishment of the Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF) to train Nigerians for the oil and gas industry. It is an intervention agency which provides additional aid to public tertiary institutions mainly in human capacity and infrastructural development for tertiary education. Also, the Needs Assessment Intervention Fund in Nigerian Public Universities, in line with FG/ASUU Agreement seeks to revitalization the University system through the provision of funds to the tune of N1.3 trillion for a period of six (6) 
